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As we enter our eleventh year as a group of dedicated VOLUNTEERS
working to protect EVERYONE’S Beach Access Rights,
Citizens’ Right to Access Beaches (C.R.A.B.) remains a driving force
in the effort to retain and regain public beach access in New Jersey.

SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC ACCESS RULES AND CURRENT LITIGATION

This past year we worked along with the American Littoral Society (ALS) and several other groups to study and
promote the new JNDEP Public Access Rules. The State of New Jersey has proposed new regulations aimed at expanding,
enhancing and protecting the rights of the public to access the beach and ocean. These rules are a giant step in the right
direction for anyone who likes to swim, surf, fish, boat, dive, run, walk, or just sit and sunbathe on the beach. The rules
make clear that the Public Trust Doctrine is the law of the shore in New Jersey. The Public Trust Doctrine is a legal
precedent dating back to Roman times. It holds that navigable rivers, streams, wetlands, seashores and bays belong to
the people. The Doctrine declares that all of us have an unassailable right to access and use the waterfront for traditional
purposes such as navigation, commerce, and fishing. A growing body of US. case law has expanded that definition to
include the assurance of diverse recreational uses, as well as a guarantee of the protection of habitats and natural systems.
Through this rule, the NJ Department of Environmental Protection is putting the Public Trust Doctrine into action.

In addition, we have been granted Amicus status in the litigation brought against the Borough of Sea Bright and nine
private beach clubs within the municipality by the DEP and Office of the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey.
C.R A B.and the American Littoral Society are represented by the Rutgers Environmental Law Clinic and we are
using our Amicus standing to offer advice and information on the public access component of the litigation. In granting

our organizations Amicus status Judge Lehrer stated that our two organizations would bring *valuable expertise and insight
to the table.”

STEWARDSHIP AND EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS

On August 4, 2007, CR AB. held its first Summer Beach
Appreciation Day at the Maryland Avenue Beach. The
CRAB.tent contained a series of displays showing a historical
timeline of the beaches in the area as well as some practical
advice on how to enjoy a day at the beach while protecting
the environment. Beach goers were invited to participate in
a beach walk clean up and a discussion of the dune system
along the beach. The event culminated with a demonstration
of water rescue techniques provided by Aqua-Serve
Lifeguards.

We are looking forward to the possibility of additional activities 8
and making the Beach Appreciation Day an annual event. ||







